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THE SECRETS OF LONGEVITY

Many lessons can be Iearhe’d from three South Florida firms that have thrived for decades

BY JENNIFER HEIT
jbheitreporter@aol.com

In 2009 two Miami businesses
reached milestones often unseen
on an ever-changing commercial
landscape.

Bridal salon Chic Parisien,
which draws brides from as far
away as South America, England
and across the United States, cel-
ebrated its 40th anniversary. So
did CPAs Morrison, Brown,
Argiz & Farra, one of the largest
independent public accounting

firms in the state.

Both say their longevity stems
from offering personal service
and well-honed reputations.

“In a rapidly growing area,
you won’t find a lot of businesses
reaching a 40th anniversary,”
said David Denslow, a research
economist at the Bureau of Eco-
nomic and Business Research at
the University of Florida.

It’s even less likely in a fami-
ly-owned enterprise as future
generations often don’t possess

Three S. Florida. firms share secrets of long life
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